
Report Impact Review 
Relighting the torch: securing the Olympic legacy 
Released 8 November 2017 
 
Media coverage 

▪ The report received limited regional radio coverage, with 

two morning reports on LBC London News.  

 

▪ The report received a good amount of media coverage in trade publications, including The 

Architect’s Journal which focused on affordable housing and The Planner and Construction 

Global, which both focused on general progress on the convergence indicators. The Chair of 

the Regeneration Committee, Navin Shah AM, also wrote an article for Inside Housing called 

‘London’s Olympic Games have not benefited everyone’. 

 

▪ The report also featured in a consumer publication, Sportcal, which focused on the decline 

in sports participation in the Growth Boroughs. 

 

 
Official response and recommendation implementation 

 Recommendation Mayoral/ LLDC response 

1 If convergence is a priority, it 
should feature in this new Plan, 
and in the Mayor’s forthcoming 
strategies. 

 Letter from Jules Pipe, Deputy Mayor, 
Planning, Regeneration and Skills 
The London Plan also identifies 
Strategic Areas for Regeneration 
(Policy SD10) in those parts of London 
that are within the 20% most deprived 
parts of England (according to the 
Index of Multiple Deprivation), and 
includes significant areas within the 
Growth Boroughs. It puts a renewed 
emphasis on tackling spatial 
inequalities, and requires boroughs in 
their development plans, and when 
considering applications, to tackle the 
environmental, economic and social 
barriers that affect the lives of people 
in these areas. 

2 Commission research on the 
factors affecting convergence to 
date, specifically looking at the 
effects of population churn, 
welfare reforms, economic 
growth, and Mayoral and 
Government interventions. This 

 Letter from Jules Pipe, Deputy Mayor, 
Planning, Regeneration and Skills 
No commitment 

Appendix 2

https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#/report/9128fa59-a9b4-4869-abf4-d6a8114e7eec/section/74680
https://www.architectsjournal.co.uk/news/olympic-legacy-housebuilding-shortfall-revealed/10025116.article
https://www.architectsjournal.co.uk/news/olympic-legacy-housebuilding-shortfall-revealed/10025116.article
https://www.theplanner.co.uk/news/quality-of-life-gap-remains-in-east-london-five-years-on-from-olympics
https://www.constructionglobal.com/sustainability/has-olympic-dream-lost-its-fire
https://www.constructionglobal.com/sustainability/has-olympic-dream-lost-its-fire
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/comment/comment/londons-olympic-games-have-not-benefited-everyone-53157
https://www.sportcal.com/News/Search/113877
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research would help identify the 
‘gaps’ in convergence that need 
addressing and serve as a useful 
platform from which to assess 
future support and investment 
in convergence 

3 Keep the momentum going by 
ensuring that a commitment to 
convergence features in his new 
London Plan, his Economic 
Development Strategy and his 
final Health Inequalities Strategy 

 Letter from Jules Pipe, Deputy Mayor, 
Planning, Regeneration and Skills 
The [Health Inequalities strategy] 
report highlights some inequalities that 
are particularly acute in relation to the 
Growth Boroughs. For example, the 
rate of early deaths from preventable 
causes is twice as high in Tower 
Hamlets as it is in the nearby City of 
London. The overall ambition of the 
strategy is to reduce this unfair 
variation while also improving the 
overall health of all Londoners. 
 
The development of the draft 
strategies has been informed by 
various pieces of research and 
Integrated Impact Assessments, as well 
as by GLA Economics’ Economic 
Evidence Base and the sophisticated 
population projections produced by 
the Demographics Team in the GLA’s 
Intelligence Unit. This work looks at a 
wide range of factors that affect 
inequalities across the city (including 
convergence), such as educational 
attainment, skills levels, employment, 
income, poverty and deprivation. The 
research uses borough-level data 
where possible, identifying sub-
regional and sectoral trends.  

4 Consider measuring how far 
future Good Growth Fund 
projects in east London 
contribute to convergence 
indicators 

 Letter from Jules Pipe, Deputy Mayor, 
Planning, Regeneration and Skills 
The Mayor and LEAP are committed to 
understanding the impact of 
investment through such funds.  GGF 
[Good Growth Fund] project partners 
will therefore be asked to collect 
evidence on the environmental, social 
and economic impact of their 
interventions including carrying out 
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equalities monitoring. A handbook has 
been produced to provide guidance to 
project partners on collecting 
evidence, demonstrating impact and 
undertaking evaluation.  

5 The LLDC should work in closer 
partnership with the Mayor and 
the Growth Boroughs on a new 
Convergence Strategy 

 No response 

6 The LLDC should revise its plan 
to emphasise the need for a 
collaborative convergence 
vision extending well beyond 
the boundaries of the Olympic 
Park 

 No response 

7 The LLDC and the Growth 
Boroughs should explore ways 
in which closer partnership 
working could attract greater 
resources and support for 
convergence 

 No response 
 
Site visit to LLDC 8 March 2018 
At the site visit on 8 March 2018, the 
Regeneration Committee were told 
that the LLDC remains committed to 
convergence, although boroughs and 
the Mayor are less interested. 
However, the Government is still 
strongly supportive of convergence. 

 

 
 




